Other Accidents

Employee’s Finger Amputated By Forklift Basket

At approximately 2:30 p.m. on August 8, 1997, Employee #1, of Granite Construction
Company, was riding in a 4 ft by 8 ft basket mounted on the forks of a JCB extendable
reach forklift, model 510-40, vehicle identification #SL0O51040 TE 0576351. The basket
had 42 in. high guardrails, and the top of the back guard to the lift was also 42 in. As the
basket was being lowered to the ground, the front end touched first, lifting it up and
pushing the guardrails on the back of the basket toward the forklift. Employee #1 was
standing at the back of the basket, with his hand on the back guard, facing the forklift. As
the guardrail went back toward the forklift, Employee #1's fingers became pinched
against the back rail of the lift. His rlght rlng finger was amputated to the first jomt and
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s Sustained When Hexane Ignites

Employee #1 wa g liquid hexane directly onto hot molds from a hose attached
to a rotar p. The hexane was allowed to spill down onto the front of a LP-
powered i forklift that was running underneath it. The hexane vapors ignited
and Employee #1 sustained third-degree burns, He was killed.

Employee Killed When Caught Between Load Bar and Forklift

At approximately 7:00 p.m. on March 7, 1997, Employee #1, a dockman, was operating a
forklift truck. He was stripping a trailer containing common goods that was equipped
with load bars of adjustable aluminum that supported the cargo. There were no witnesses
to the accident, but a lift truck operator in the next trailer noticed after moving a load
from one trailer to another that Employee #1 was in the same position and the truck had
not moved. The other operator entered the trailer and discovered that Employee #1's neck
had become caught between the load bar and the forklift. Apparently, one side of the load
bar had fallen down and Employee #1 attempted to raise it to the top by leaning outside
the front of the industrial truck. As he did so, he accidentally knocked the industrial truck
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into gear, which caused the truck to move forward. Employee #1 became trapped
between the load bar and the truck. He was killed.

Employees Hospitalized for Carbon Monoxide Poisoning

On July 3, 1997, temporary Employees #1 through #5 were packaging parts when they
were overcome by carbon monoxide that was being produced by an Ip powered forklift.
Employees #1, #2, and #3 were hospitalized. The forklift had a non-functioning exhaust
purifier that had been installed in 1993. Ventilation inside the building was poor.

Employee’s Hand Injured in Forklift Accident

Employee #1, age 18, was operating a Nissan 5000 LP-powered forkI| del PFO2-
024255. He had driven up a steep concrete ramp that was 40.5 in. e point where
it met the feed storage building. The ramp was bordered on the rig exterior
wall of the adjacent store; the left side of the ramp was : leeves in

the concrete along the open side where it appeared a rai installed. The

the side eXIt to an outside storage ar
mulch. He then went back throygh t Pridi ed around some

p. Employee #1 was
driving with the load j g ked his vision. He had been told

in front of him. The wheels of the forklift truck started to roll.
rakes, but the brakes locked and the forklift truck continued to

his hand fro vertical bar to look around the left side for clearance. He started to put
his right hand back on the vertical bar but missed, catching it between the bar and the
door jamb. This caused the forklift to stop sliding. Employee #1 then reversed the vehicle
a short distance to free his hand. He put the forklift truck into neutral and it rolled
forward approximately 6 in. until the pallet hit the outside wall of the adjacent store and
the vehicle stopped. Employee #1 dismounted and went for help. He sustained a broken
bone and the flesh was torn from his right hand.

Employee Killed When Crushed in Forklift

On June 6, 1997, Employee #1, a forklift operator for GES Roofing, Inc., became pinned
between the mast and canopy frame of his vehicle. He was killed.

Employee Sprains Arm After Tripping on Forklift Forks
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Employee #1 was exiting a dimly lit storage area. When he came into the sunlight, he
tripped on the forks of a parked forklift and sprained his right arm.

Other Accidents

Employee’'s Arm Injured When Struck By Falling Forklift Mast

Employee #1, a maintenance man for a metal forging plant, was repairing a Hyster H-60
forklift, serial #C5D3772H, with the help of coworkers from shipping and receiving. The
chain had fallen off its track and the forklift mast was stuck on the second of its three
stages. Employee #1 climbed onto the lift and asked a coworker to block it. A coworker
placed a 4 by 6 piece of lumber underneath the forks and then called up to say that this
had been done. Employee #1 began working from the side opposite the forks, putting his
arm through the mast. As he freed the chain and mast, the mast came down, crushing his
left arm. The equipment being repaired was not effectively blocked to prevent movement.

Electric Shock - Contact With Overhead Line Th
Four employees were assigned to dismantle a scaffold a

forward when the
phase overhead power line located
uddy. The two employees

were transported to a hospital, where

while it was moving. The f
load backrest extensi

tems, was picking up some freight at a customer's facility in
Bakersfield, CA. He was standing in the back of his truck while a forklift operator from
the facility helped him load the freight. Employee #1 placed a 2 by 4 in front of a pallet
so the forklift operator could place his forks against the board and push the pallet forward
into the truck. The operator engaged the wood before Employee #1 could move his hand.
His left ring finger became caught between the board and the pallet, and was amputated
at the first knuckle.

Employee Killed When Crushed By Forklift Mast

At approximately 1:00 p.m. on April 2, 1997, Employee #1, a janitor, was working alone,
operating a forklift truck. He was attempting to dump a roll of carpet padding into an
outside dumpster at the rear of the building. An employee from a company on the other
side of the fence observed Employee #1 slouched between the mast of the forklift and the
control panel; he was facing toward the forks, with one leg on the controls. Apparently,
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as he placed himself between the mast of the forklift and the control panel to push the
carpet padding into the dumpster, he slipped and his foot struck the controls. The mast of
the forklift tilted backward, crushing him. Employee #1 was killed.

Other Accidents

Employees Become Il After Inhaling Carbon Monoxide

For several days prior to the incident, workers had been complaining of symptoms such
as nausea, vomiting, and headache. On March 20, 1997, Employees #1 through #13 and
twelve coworkers were sent to the hospital, where testing revealed elevated levels of
carboxyhemoglobin in their blood. The local fire department determined that LPG-
powered heating/air conditioning units and two LPG-powered fork trucks were "running
rich.” The air/fuel mixture was too rich in fuel, rich resulting in incomplete combustion
and emissions high in carbon monoxide.

Raymond forklift, 07451. She was moving a trash bin
down gagmehined r e forklift increased dramatically. Employee

tflick the concrete abutment and railing, trapping her
nd th&abutment. Employee #1 sustained a serious injury to her
lower left fopt.

oyee Fractures Lower Back When Caught in Forklift Parts

At approximately 12:15 a.m. on January 16, 1997, Employee #1 left the operator's
position on a forklift and climbed over the right front wheel to gain access to the dump
lever of a tilting tub that was elevated on the lift's tines. His foot slipped on the forklift's
rain-dampened dashboard and he fell between the mast assembly and the canopy support
frame, activating the tilt (rear) control lever. Employee #1 suffered a fractured lower
back, for which he was hospitalized.

Employee Suffers Carbon Monoxide Poisoning

At approximately 8:00 a.m. on January 16, 1997, Employee #1 was inspecting 55-gallon
drum lines as part of an assignment to inspect and clean the drum after flooding had
inundated the building and its contents. Two propane-fueled forklift trucks were moving
pallets of drums within the building and from the interior to outside the building. The
forklifts spent a good portion of the time parked and idling in the work area. In addition,
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two emergency generators were operating within 100 ft of the work area, just outside the
building. Within one hour, Employee #1 began to get a headache. The headache
worsened and she became dizzy as the moving progressed; by the morning break, her
headache and dizziness were pronounced. At 12:00 noon, when the group took a lunch
break, she lost consciousness. Paramedics responded within seven minutes and she was
transported to Rideout Hospital, where she was observed and released at 4:20 p.m. the
same day.

Other Accidents

Employee Killed When Crushed By Gondola

Employee #1 and three coworkers were using forklift trucks to move a large gondola

filled with scrapped equipment. Employee #1 stepped between one of the forklift trucks
and the gondola to hook up a chain. The two lift trucks at the rear of the load pushed the
gondola into Employee #1. He was crushed and killed.

Employee’s Fingers Amputated in Forklift M

Employee #1 climbed onto the vehi
right hand on top of the forklift's ma
doing this, the forklift's op
Employee #1's hand
together, crushing
transported to UC

ages of the mast lift as they came
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At app : : ecember 12, 1996, Employee #1 was unloading a
sandblaster from his Ford Ranger truck at a job site in Sacramento, CA. He
parked hi iihe parking area and a coworker positioned his forklift truck behind it.
The cowor raised the extra long forks approximately 24 in. above the ground to

meet the tailgate of the truck. A pallet had been placed on the end of the forks, and
Employee #1 moved the sandblaster by stepping onto the pallet and rolling the machine
sandblaster onto it. He had just stepped back onto the fork, between the pallet and the
mast, when his foot slipped off the fork. This caused the sandblaster to shift position,
pinching Employee #1's left index finger between the sandblaster hopper and the fork. He
suffered the near amputation of his fingertip and was administered first aid at the job site
before a coworker transported him to a local hospital. The fingertip was reattached and
Employee #1 was released at approximately 6:30 p.m. that same day.

Employee’s Fingers Lacerated Against Standing Forklift

Employee #1 was pulling stock and loading a truck at a metal supply company
warehouse. He was carrying one end of an angle iron when he walked backward into a
Toyota forklift that had its forks elevated 3 to 3 1/2 ft above the floor. Employee #1
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sustained lacerations to the first finger on his left hand. The forklift had been left
unattended in the pathway of employees loading the truck.

One Employee Killed, One Injured By Anhydrous Ammonia

Employee #1 was working in a three-sided building approximately 100 ft from an
anhydrous ammonia tank filling station. Two coworkers and Employee #2, who was
driving a forklift, were off-loading a flatbed trailer when the forklift struck a section of
the pipe for the filling station. The pipe blew out from its junction, releasing the contents
of two 5,000 liquid gallon anhydrous ammonia tanks. Employee #1 was apparently inside
the building when the ammonia plume was released and either succumbed to the
ammonia gas immediately, or was blinded and could not escape from the building. He
was killed. Employee #2, who worked for another company, on site, was hospitalized.

Employee Killed When Head Crushed By Bucket C
At approximately 12:05 p.m. on October 31, 1997, Emp nanew

he leaned out the opening, which w. s N it, his foot

apparently hit the controls for the bu ,
's head aganst the hydraulic

piston. Employees who wor p the accident site found him.

Employee #1 suff apsported to the hospital, where he

I as operating properly and the hydraulic

ng a Komatsu 25 forklift, and had apparently climbed into the mast
assembly of the forklift when he slipped and his foot hit the lever that activated the mast.
The mast crushed Employee #1's neck, killing him. He apparently climbed the forklift to
monitor the scrap instead of climbing the ladder on the tractor-trailer, which he had been
instructed to use.
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